
Twenty-Ninth Sunday in Ordinary Time (A) 

 The Gospel is clear and precise!  

Jesus admonishes us to "give to Caesar what belongs to Caesar" and to 

"give to God what belongs to God." 

It's usually easy to know what belongs to Caesar - to the government, 
that is: taxes and obedience to good laws are the basics. We should and 

expect a society that upholds what is of true morals and value.  

But it's not always so easy to understand what belongs to God. 

● Rather, it's easy to know what belongs to him - everything, since 

he is our Creator and our Savior - but it's hard to give it to him. 

We act like everything belongs to us. We expect eternity but at 

what cost. Jesus constantly reminded them that he had to take up 

his cross. So must his followers do likewise.  

● Jesus has called all of us to be his followers. 

● And all of us have at least partially answered that call. 

But this is not like a telephone call; we don't answer and then hang up. 

● Christ's call is ongoing. 

● As the Catechism puts it: God "never ceases to call every man to 

seek him, so as to find life and happiness" (#30). 

● He is constantly calling us to follow him more closely. 

The best way to keep our hope healthy, so that we 

can persevere joyfully and meaningfully through life's trials, is by just as 

constantly answering "yes." 

● God may be calling some of those here to follow him as a full-time 

missionary, priest, religious, or consecrated lay person. 



● God may be asking of us to give of our time, talent, and treasure 

to the support of the Gospel in our church community. 

● God may be calling others simply to take a little less time 

for self-indulgence and a little more time for self-giving, in prayer, 

service to our neighbors, or both. 

● Whatever call God has placed in our heart, let's put our hope in 

him, be generous, and say yes. 

● God will make sure we never regret it. 

 


