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 God travels wonderful ways with human beings, but he does not 

comply with the views and opinions of people. God does not go the 

way that people want to prescribe for him; rather, his way is beyond all 

comprehension, free and self-determined beyond all proof. Where 

reason is indignant, where our nature rebels, where our piety anxiously 

keeps us away: that is precisely where God loves to be. There he 

confounds the reason of the reasonable; there he aggravates our 

nature, our piety—that is where he wants to be, and no one can keep 

him from it. Only the humble believe him and rejoice that God is so free 

and so marvelous that he does wonders where people despair, that he 

takes what is little and lowly and makes it marvelous. And that is the 

wonder of all wonders, that God loves the lowly…. God is not ashamed 

of the lowliness of human beings. God marches right in. He chooses 

people as his instruments and performs his wonders where one would 

least expect them. God is near to lowliness; he loves the lost, the 

neglected, the unseemly, the excluded, the weak and broken.” 

At the time of the first Christmas, God's Chosen People were in serious 

trouble. 

 The Jews of Palestine were living under military occupation by 

the Roman Empire; they did not enjoy political and civil freedom. 

 Before the Romans had taken over, Israel had been ruled for 

almost 200 years by the successors of Alexander the Great. 

 They not only clamped down on Jewish freedom in 

the political arena, but also in the religious arena. 



 In the First and Second Book of Maccabees, the Bible tells us 

about the violent, gruesome persecution engineered by those 

Hellenistic rulers. 

 And before that, the Jews had been violently relocated; the 

Babylonians had forced them out of Palestine and into exile. 

 Add to that the depressing fact that God had not sent a prophet in 

300 years, and you have a situation in which God's Chosen People 

might have been tempted to give up hope. 

In fact, however, right around the time of Christ's birth, the Jews 

were full of expectation; their eagerness for the arrival of the promised 

Messiah was greater than ever. 

 There is a paradox here, a paradox we Christians need to learn 

from. 

 Precisely when the Jewish nation had no human solutions to their 

many problems, they became most open to God's divine 

solutions. 

 And that's when God sent the Messiah. 

The incomparable power of Christian hope can only flow through the 

broadband connection of humility. 

Only when we truly acknowledge our need for God is he able to act 

freely in our lives. 

When we forget about him and try to manufacture our own happiness 

without him, like the sleepy servants in today's parable, we actually cut 

off the flow of God's grace. 

Advent is a season of hope, but to feel hope's power, we first have to 

stir up our humility. 



 Strengthening our hope should be a top priority this Advent. 

 The reason is simple: the stronger our hope in God, the easier it 

will be for us to resist temptation and carry out the honorable, 

wise, and sometimes difficult tasks that alone lead to peace of 

mind and interior happiness. 

 Temptations are tempting because they promise some kind 

of passing pleasure. 

 And so, only if we passionately desire a deeper, longer-lasting, 

and more meaningful pleasure - friendship with God, heaven, 

holiness - will we be strong enough to resist temptation. 

 Hope is that passionate desire; so if it's strong, we're strong; if it's 

weak, we are weak. 

And since hope only flourishes in the soil of humility, so to strengthen 

our hope, all we need to do is grow in humility. 

 The wrong way to grow in humility is to sit around having a pity-

party for ourselves and being depressed. 

 The right way to grow in humility is to do things for other people, 

not to get a reward, not to expect payment, but just because 

that's what Christ did; that's what we're made for: 

 helping with other people's chores, 

 visiting the sick and the lonely, 

 praying for the dying, 

 reaching out to those in need, 

 sharing the Good News with those who don't know Christ - 

 that's how we grow in humility. 



 As soon as we take our eyes off ourselves and begin to live for 

the everlasting good of others, God's grace will begin to flow 

freely in our souls, strengthening our hope. 

In this Mass, Jesus will come among us, just as he came at the first 

Christmas, and just as he will come again at the end of time.  

Let's prepare our hearts to receive his grace now and throughout 

Advent, by praying the rest of this Mass with a deep, unshakable 

hope in God's all-powerful goodness. 

 


