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Jesus, the crucified one, has now been raised from the dead. 

He is risen.

Utter defeat has been transformed into irreversible victory. 

Evil has had its way with God's anointed, the Messiah. 

 It did all it could to break down the courage and fidelity of 
God's anointed Savior.

 It exhausted its arsenal of hate, injustice, humiliation, and 
pain.

 It fought an impressive, bloody fight - but 
God's anointed came out victorious.

And what does that mean for us? It means everything, 
absolutely everything.

The resurrection is the stamp that validates everything Jesus 
did and said:

 His claim to be God's Son, to have authority to forgive sin 
and reestablish communion between God and man;

 His universal call to abandon self-centeredness for love of 
God and neighbor as the path to true happiness;

 His promise to give grace through a Church that will 
endure forever.



If Jesus had not been raised, none of that would be worth 
listening to.

 He would have been just one more nice guy who finished 
last, one more dreamer whose dreams were squelched by 
the harsh reality of real life.

This is why whenever people start living against Christ's 
teachings and example; they always raise doubts about 
the reality of the resurrection. 

 After all, if Christ didn't rise from the dead, he has no more
authority over our lives than Socrates or Confucius or 
Buddha or Mohammad, or even Dr Phil.

 But he did rise from the dead. His victory over evil and 
falsehood and injustice and suffering is total, 
incontrovertible, and irreversible.

 In the face of twenty centuries filled with a steady stream 
of saints, an unchecked growth of the Catholic Church, and
an unquenchable Christian vitality, no reasonable person 
can deny it.

 Today we should relish Christ's victory, thanking God for it, 
letting it shine in our hearts.

 His victory is our victory.

 We bear our crosses with him, and we will rise with him 

This faith in the Resurrection is like the flame of the Easter 
Candle on the Easter Vigil. 



 It starts small, burning brightly in the darkness.

 Then it spreads to another candle, and another. It 
reaches each one of us and brings its light and 
warmth close to us.

 Today we should bask in the light and enjoy that warmth.

But the ceremony of light never stops when our own candles 
have been lit. We always turn to someone around us whose 
candle is cold and dark, and we light it with the flame of our 
candle.

Today, thank God, we can celebrate in an opened church

 And yet, we know that many of our friends, neighbors, and
family members are not here. They are looking for victory 
in places where victory can never be found.

 Who will light their candles?

We have just heard how St Peter stood in front of a crowd not 
too long after the first Easter. 

 He saw around him a thousand faces hungrily looking for 
light, a thousand candles that were cold and dark.

 And he held out his candle to them, burning brightly with 
the flame of faith lit by Christ's resurrection, so that they 
could receive that flame, with its heat and light.

 The Good News of Christ's irreversible 
victory was too good to keep to himself.



Today, let's bask in the light and thank God for his victory, but 
let's not stop there. 

Let's promise our Lord that we will keep our candles lit, and 
that this week, like Peter, we will light someone else's candle 
too, to give them a share in the victory.


